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Chinese Portrait of Emperor Qianlong in ceremonial robe 清人画弘历朝服像轴 (detail) Qing dynasty, Qianlong period 1736–1795 / coloured ink on silk / 242.2 x 179.0 cm (image) The Palace Museum, Beijing



The Forbidden City 

•	 On a map of China locate the city of Beijing. 

•	 Use Google Maps to find a satellite view of the Forbidden City today. 

Symbolism 

•	 Find out the meaning of the following symbols which feature on works in the exhibition. 
–	 Dragon
–	 Bat
–	 Peach
–	 Lotus
–	 Plum blossom
–	 Pine tree

•	 Why was the colour yellow reserved for the Imperial family?

•	 What is ruyi and what do they symbolise? 

Materials 

•	 What is lacquer? What is it used for in the decorative arts? 

•	 The Qianlong Emperor loved jade. Why is jade is considered so valuable in Chinese culture?

Buddhism

•	 What is the difference between a Boddhisattva and a Buddha?

•	 What does incarnation mean?

•	 What is a sutra?

Painting and calligraphy 

•	 What were the ‘Four Treasures of the Chinese scholar’s study’ and what were they used for? 

Important people 

•	 Who were Confucius (551–479BC) and Mozi (c 490–403 BC) and why are they each important in Chinese history? 


