MEDIA RELEASE

NATIONAL GALLERY OF VICTORIA

MEDIA CONTACTS: MEDIA AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS, NGV

MARION JOSEPH | 0427 147 999 | MARION.JOSEPH@NGV.VIC.GOV.AU
PENNY FRANCE | 0439 543 833 | PENNYFRANCE@NGV.VIC GOV.AU
BONNIE HORNE | 0448 369 260 | BONNIE. HORNE@NGV.VIC.GOV.AU
BRIANA TOMASINO | 0408 333 399 | BRIANATOMASINO@NGV.VIC.GOV.AU
ALICE RAYMOND | 0499 690 472 | ALICE. RAYMOND@NGV.VIC.GOV.AU

NGV Triennial 2023: Maurizio Cattelan’s Comedian, 2019, added to

blockbuster exhibition line-up
NGV International | 3 December 2023 — 7 April 2024 | FREE

9 October 2023: The National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) has announced that
Maurizio Cattelan’s work, Comedian, 2019, composed of a banana duct taped to
a wall, will make its Australian debut as part of the institution’s hugely popular
NGV Triennial exhibition of contemporary art, design and architecture.

For the NGV Triennial, the NGV has loaned one of three editions of Cattelan’s
Comedian, 2019. The artwork requires staff to replace the real banana affixed to
the gallery wall with duct tape every 3 to 5 days. The work made its premiere at
the Perrotin gallery booth at Art Basel Miami in 2019 and was recently
anonymously donated to the Guggenheim Museum in New York.

Comedian might be seen as a commentary on the arbitrary and capricious nature
of the art market, where value is often ‘ascribed’ based on an artist’s reputation or
a prevalent trend. Similarly, the work could be a commentary on how society
attributes value to certain objects, turning them into commodities. A humble
banana is transformed and elevated by its placement in an art context. The work
reminds us that art doesn't need to be complex to be meaningful or valuable.
Comedian could be a return to basics in a hyper-consumerist world.

-

Of the work, Maurizio Cattelan said: ‘Comedian is exactly like an apple for
Cézanne: the minimum common denominator that everybody recognises. But you need to alter its condition. Cézanne
does it with brush strokes, | do it with gaffer tape.’

Tony Ellwood AM, Director, NGV, said: ‘Maurizio Cattelan is a leading global artist whose work encourages us to
consider some of the contradictions and paradoxes of contemporary society. This Australian-exclusive iteration of
Comedian will doubtlessly connect with visitors in different ways, including exploring the role of conceptual art in
contemporary life and culture.’

Comedian builds upon Cattelan’s body of work critiquing the art-world's economic structures and power dynamics. In
one of Cattelan’s earliest works, the artist rented out his allotted exhibition space at the 1993 Venice Biennale to an
advertising company, and in 1999, Cattelan taped his gallerist, Massimo de Carlo, to the wall of his Milan gallery for a
work known as “A Perfect Day”.

Born in Padua in 1960, Cattelan takes freely from the real world of people and objects, his works are an irreverent
operation aimed at both art and institutions. He first achieved notoriety on an international scale in New York with La
Nona Ora (The Ninth Hour), a wax statue of Pope John Paul Il hit by a meteorite, which was exhibited in Basel,
London, Venice and Warsaw in 1999 and New York in 2011.

Solo exhibitions of Cattelan’s work have been organized by The Museum of Modern Art, New York (1998); Centre
Georges Pompidou, Paris (2000); Museum of Contemporary Art Los Angeles (2003); Musée du Louvre, Paris (2004);
Museum fur Moderne Kunst, Frankfurt (2008); Fondation Beyeler, Basel (2013); and 'We', Leeum Samsung Museum
of Art, Seoul 2023.
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His work has also been featured in the Venice Biennale (1993, 1997, 1999, 2002, 2003, and 2011), L’hiver de I'amour
at the Musée d’art moderne de la Ville de Paris (1994), SITE Santa Fe (1997), Manifesta 2 (1998), Istanbul Biennial
(1998), Kunsthalle Basel (1999), Whitney Biennial (2004), Traces du Sacré at Centre Georges Pompidou in Paris
(2008), and theanyspacewhatever at the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum in New York (2008). A retrospective of
Cattelan’s work opened in the fall of 2011 at the Guggenheim Museum, New York.

Opening on 3 December, the NGV Triennial 2023 is a powerful and moving snapshot of the world today as captured
through the work of over 100 artists, designers, and collectives at the forefront of global contemporary practice.
Uniquely bringing contemporary art, design, and architecture into dialogue with one another and traversing all four
levels of NGV International, the NGV Triennial features more than 75 projects — including over 25 world-premiere
projects commissioned by the NGV especially for this presentation.

The NGV Triennial is on display from 3 December 2023 — 7 April 2024 at NGV International, St Kilda Road,
Melbourne. Entry is FREE. Further information is available via the NGV website: NGV.MELBOURNE
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IMAGES: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/gw5798c36shb6Insz9ay1/h?rlkey=zwpl1vov9si3f233tp60y9367&dI=0

Image caption: Maurizio Cattelan Comedian 2019. Courtesy of Perrotin and Marian Goodman Gallery, New York ©
Maurizio Cattelan. Photo: Zeno Zotti
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NGV TRIENNIAL 2023 SUPPORTERS

NGV TRIENNIAL CHAMPIONS

FELTONBEQUEST | JULYCAO | BARRY JANES & PAULCROSS | LOTI& VICTOR SMORGONFUND | NGVWA | NEVILLE & DIANA BERTALLI

NGV TRIENNIAL LEAD SUPPORTERS

JOE WHITE BEQUEST | MICHAEL & EMILY TONG | BOWNESS FAMILY FOUNDATION | JO HORGAN AM & PETER WETENHALL |
ELIZABETH SUMMONS GRANT IN MEMORY OF NICHOLAS DRAFFIN | ORLOFF FAMILY CHARITABLE TRUST | VIVIEN & GRAHAM KNOWLES |
BYOUNGHOSON | LISAFOX | SOLOMON FAMILY FOUNDATION | TAPESTRY FOUNDATION OF AUSTRALIA

NGV TRIENNIAL MAJOR SUPPORTERS

THE ANDREW AND GERALDINE BUXTON FOUNDATION | KRYSTYNA CAMPBELL-PRETTY AM & FAMILY | CHRIS THOMAS AM & CHERYL THOMAS |
ANDREW XUE | CONNIE KIMBERLEY & CRAIG KIMBERLEY OAM | KAREN MCLEOD ADAIR & ANTHONY ADAIR AM |

WENDY & PAUL BONNICI & FAMILY | THE FLEISCHNER FAMILY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION | ALANA KIRBY ON BEHALF OF THE SUN FOUNDATION |

VICKI VIDOR OAM, GINNY GREEN AND BINDY KOADLOW | BRENDAN & GRACE O'BRIEN | BACGOT GJERGJA FOUNDATION | TRAWALLA FOUNDATION |
BRUCE PARNCUTT AO AND CELEBRATION DONORS | ESTHER FRENKIEL OAM & DAVID FRENKIEL | SPENCERKO | SARAHMORGAN AND ANDREW COOK |
ANDREW PENN AO & KALLIE BLAUHORN | ANNE ROBERTSON & MARK ROBERTSON OAM

NGV TRIENNIAL SUPFORTERS

JANET WHITING AM & PHIL LUKIES & FAMILY | SUSAN]JONES & JAMES MCGRATH | BARBARA HAY & THE HAY FAMILY |

ROBIN CAMPBELL AND DAVID PARNCUTT | ANDREW &JUDY ROGERS | ANONYMOUS | BEATRICEMOIGNARD | DR.BRETT ARCHER |

NICK PERKINS & PAUL BANKS | MICHAEL BUXTON AM & JANET BUXTON | HELEN & MICHAEL GANNON | SOPHIE GANNON & FRAZER EAST |
HELENNICOLAY | LISARING | PAUL & SAMANTHA CROSS | ANTHONY & CLARE CROSS | EVA AND TOM BREUER FOUNDATION | ROBGOULD |
AMIT & DAVID HOLCKNER | DONORS TO THE BETTY MUFFLER APPEAL 2022 | TANIA & SAM BROUGHAM | NOEL FERMANIS |

NICK & SARAH ORLOFF | JOHN & CECILY ADAMS | DR.PETERCHU | LEIGH CLIFFORD AC & SUE CLIFFORD | ANONYMOUS |

SARAH CRONIN, SAMUEL CRONIN AND BRADLEY CRONIN | WOODS5 FOUNDATION | ROSEMARY MERRALLS AND NORA MERRALLS |

THOMAS BRIDGE | SOPHIE & SIMON CROWE | CAMERON OXLEY & BRONWYNROSS | ROBYN & ROSS WILSON

NGV TRIENNIAL CIRCLE

KATRINA KNOWLES | CHLOEPODGORNIK | D'LANDAVIDSON & RACHALJACOBS | ANNEROSS | GORDONMOFFATT AM |
KEVIN & COLLEEN BAMFORD | SEAN KELLY AND CAROL KELLY | SUNRAYSIA FOUNDATION | MARGARET LODGE & TERRY MURPHY KC |
ANDREW COLLINS & DEBORAH WILDSMITH | JAHN BUHRMAN

BEQUEST SUPPORT

PROFESSOR AGL SHAW AO BEQUEST | M. G. CHAPMAN BEQUEST | THENIGEL PECK AM & PATRICIAPECKFUND | SUZANNE DAWBARN BEQUEST
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