ART ACROSS THE CURRICULUM | LOTE (JAPANESE)

VOCABULARY SKILLS WITH
NOH THEATRE COSTUMES
AND CHARACTERS

LEVELS 8-10

OVER\”EW This resource introduces students to Japanese Noh Theatre. Through scaffolded language
activities, students develop their Japanese vocabulary including colours, adjectives
and terms for key features of Noh theatre. Using Japanese language skills, students
communicate their thoughts and interpretations of works from the NGV Collection, and
create and describe their own Noh inspired character in a short piece of creative writing.

LEARN'NG * Read and recognise Japanese words for adjectives, colours, basic objects and facial

OBJECTIVES features

* Use Japanese adjectives in a conversation to analyse and interpret meanings and
emotions in traditional Noh theatre costumes and masks

* Write an imaginary role play which utilises Japanese adjectives and questions

* Create a contemporary character inspired by Japanese Noh theatre and describe the
design in a short piece of Japanese descriptive writing

VIC LEVELS 7-8
CURR|CULUM * Interact with peers and the teacher to socialise and to exchange information about
LINKS self, personal worlds and immediate environment, and to express feelings, likes and

dislikes (VCJAC001)

* Locate key points of information in a range of texts and resources and use the
information in new ways (VCJAC004)

* Reinterpret or create and perform imaginative texts using modelled language and
supporting resources (VCJAC007)

LEVELS 9-10

* Create own or shared texts in different modes and formats to inform or entertain
others, or express ideas, attitudes and perspectives, using imaginary characters,
places and experiences (VCJAC025)

1 ART ACROSS THE CURRICULUM | LOTE (JAPANESE) Vocabulary skills with Noh theatre costumes and characters



KEY WORKS

(clockwise from top left)
JAPANESE

Noh mask, Chajo (17th century—
18th century)

(Nomen Chajo #ETE +4%)
pigments, ground shell and
animal glue on Cypress (Hinoki),
silk thread cord
20.0x13.2x7.0cm

National Gallery of Victoria,
Melbourne

Purchased with funds donated by
Allan Myers AO and Maria Myers
A0, 2011

2011.351

DEME Mitsunaga

Noh mask, Shakumi (17th century)
(Normen Shakumi 8ETE H1 )
pigments, ground shell and animal
glue on Cypress (Hinoki)
21.1x142x7.1cm

National Gallery of Victoria,
Melbourne

Purchased with funds donated

by Allan Myers AO and Maria Myers
A0, 2011

2011.350

DEME Hidemitsu (attributed to)
Noh mask, Obeshimi (17th century)
(Nomen Obeshimi 8ETE XER)
pigments, ground shell and animal
glue on Cypress (Hinoki), silk
(thread, cord)
22.0x15.5x11.0cm

National Gallery of Victoria,
Melbourne

Purchased with funds donated by
Allan Myers AO and Maria Myers
A0, 2011

2011.352

DEME Toshimitsu (attributed to)
Noh mask, Kawazu (18th century)
(Nemen Kawazu 8EE %)
pigments, ground shell and animal
glue on Cypress (Hinoki), gilt-metal
19.5x14.8x8.5cm

National Gallery of Victoria,
Melbourne

Purchased with funds donated by
Allan Myers AO and Maria Myers
AO, 2011

2011.349

(right)

JAPANESE

Noh theatre robe, Karaori (1860-1890)
(Noshozoku Karaori BEXE TR FE )

silk

National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne
Felton Bequest in honour of Allan
Myers AO President of the Council of
Trustees of the NGV, 2012

2012.263

1. TRADITIONAL NOH THEATRE
COSTUMES AND MASKS

ART ACROSS THE CURRICULUM | LOTE (JAPANESE) Vocabulary skills with Noh theatre costumes and characters



PRE-VISIT WARM UP

L |

IN SCHOOL

2. ABOUT NOH

Noh is a form of Japanese masked dance drama that is based on rituals, dance and
performance of the Nara and Heian periods. It became formalised during the 14th century
(Marumachi period).

Considered to be elegant and refined, Noh was favoured by elite members of society
such as the Samurai class. Elaborately decorated costumes reflect the opulent and lavish
clothing worn by the aristocracy throughout Japanese history, representing formality

from the past and maintaining a division between the working classes and the elite.

It contrasted greatly to Kabuki theatre, which was developed in the 17th century and
considered by the upper classes as a vulgar, unrefined form of entertainment for the
merchant class. As Noh is performed by a cast of male actors, costumes also play an
important role in differentiating the characters’ gender.

Noh theatre is structured around highly ritualised movement, and song and dance. The
themes often relate to dreams and a dialogue between the living and the supernatural world.
The main character of Noh is often a ghost or spirit. All performers in Noh are male. Noh is
performed on an open stage with a roof supported by four pillars. The staging of Noh is a
simple and open, using a single backdrop with a painting of a green pine tree. The stage is
connected to the backstage by an open walkway called hashigakari (or suspension bridge)
which represents a path linking the real and spiritual worlds.
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Here are some true and false statements about Noh. Match the Japanese explanation to
the English and then identify the true statements.

1. BFORHATDOZELELL,

2. hoZHTH2ELELUL,

3. AT =Y OBERIIVIFL)EWLDEXRDDARDAZTT
. DOHMfarmenFD 27 LR ELE,

. TEBEVEDIELKRELLE,

LU [EHAREDATT,
PLUBB>HARBZDATT,

~N O o b

Noh was performed in schools

Noh actors are all men

A Noh stage always has a background picture of a pine tree
Noh actors are all women

Noh was performed in temples

Farmers often attended Noh performances

Samurai often attended Noh performances

Q 0 QO T O
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ACTIVITY

[]

IN THE GALLERY

IN SCHOOL

JAPANESE

Noh theatre robe, Karaori
(1860-1890)

(Noshozoku Karaori BEZEER
E)

woven Silk

National Gallery of Victoria,
Melbourne

Felton Bequest in honour of
Allan Myers AO President of
the Council of Trustees of the
NGV, 2012

2012.263

3. NOH THEATRE ROBE

Noh robes (shozoku) consist of multiple layers of costume that create an effect of
resplendent elegance but also a bulky, massive figure. While everyday textiles were made
using new dyeing techniques, Noh robes were made from traditional techniques such as
weaving, embroidery or surihaku (metallic leaf designs). Noh actors wear the robes along
with masks, wigs, hats, and carry a prop (such as a fan) which may be used to represent
an object such as a sake cup or a lantern.

The robe pictured is in the style of karaori (B#), a highly admired type of Noh robe. The
term karaori (Chinese Weave) describes a type of Noh costume as well as a type of fabric.
Karaori are almost always used as an outer robe in women'’s roles, and can be worn either
as an inner or as an outer robe, either straight or tucked up. Karaori which include red

are worn by younger female characters, while those that do not include red are used to
represent older characters.

n> DOH (AN ES) D5L&25FL & D5L&DFL
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JAPANESE

Noh theatre robe, Karaori
(1860-1890) (detail)
(Noshozoku Karaori BEZE R & 45)
silk

National Gallery of Victoria,
Melbourne

Felton Bequest in honour of
Allan Myers AO President of the
Council of Trustees of the NGV,
2012

2012.263

1. @B TIH Which colours can you find? Practise saying the colours below and
identify them on the image of the karaori.

COLOURS

HEY
& E3
LoEE
HNAL
.5y
L3

=) EALVB
»hdH

mmmma}@%m%
\
\ll

2. BAGETETLEE LY Write in Japanese in full sentences.

a. I I H What is this?
b. A/ =% L7=H When was it made?
b. 72 ([CTTEF LD What is it made from?

3. AHNRZAEIH What can you see? The karaori robe is decorated with many
different species of flowers and plants including chrysanthemum, pine trees, bell
flowers and clover. Find the following objects in the karaori print and practise saying
the words aloud.

(F73) flower

&

(
(55) house

St

>
=

a.
b.
C. MADAR (FDDE) pine tree
d.

o

%g (<) chrysanthemum
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4. ESHELETH What do you think?

a. Have a conversation with a partner about your impression of the
karaori. Use at least two of the adjectives from the table below in
your response.

b. Write your conversation as a short dialogue. Try to use more than one adjective
in one sentence if you can as in the example.

ahEnL colours are

beautiful
HhHuny cute, beautiful
ITTER) lovely
(ETER) gaudy, showy
Uar(7R) plain, subdued
HEWL heavy
HBEN big
fehny expensive
T=1A old
EXAMPLE
A: ZNIHEITI DY
What is it?
B:Zhld HnoEHY T,
It is a robe.

A ANRZAFEITNH,
What can you see?
B:(f)& & & HRAFET,

| can see (flowers) and __and __ and

Al (ENV)TEHEELTITH,
It's (beautiful and big) isn't it?
B: €2Cd1,or T2TIN,
Is that so? | think or is that so?

REHEVET,

EXTENSION
A CODBHEVEEABANETET D,

What kind of person would wear this robe?
B: NEBLEHENET,

A ESLTEDBTVETH,
Why do you think that?
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[]

IN THE GALLERY
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4. NOH MASKS

Noh masks, or nomen (8EMH), tell the audience what kind of character is being portrayed. The
masks are carved from blocks of Japanese cypress. Noh masks are made with expressions
which allows skilled actors to induce a variety of emotion with changes in head orientation.
There are six basic types of Noh masks:

1. PERE): ELOT (beard) dELKLY

2. UgD(F): &L&KW

3. WTOA

4. B BOA

5 =LA (B#) :HIC (herce deity) & Hd+ (god)

6. BAVED (FBE) : 55H %=L \E<(vengeful) S \(ghosts and spirits)

Chajo is a warrior of imperial linage, a reputed poet and romantic, who appears in the roles of
gallant general and nobleman. Shakumi is a middle-aged woman with worldly experience who
usually appears in the role of a mother. Kawazu is an Onryd, a ghost or spirit who returns to
the world of the living driven by desire for vengeance. Obeshimi is a tengu, a mythical goblin
that lives in the mountains and possesses supernatural powers and military skills. Masks that
represent fierce deities, gods, ghosts and spirits can be identified by their metallic eyes.

1. JAPANESE 2. DEME Mitsunaga 3. DEME Toshimitsu 4. DEME Hidemitsu
Noh mask, Chajo Noh mask, Shakumi (attributed to) (attributed to)
Noh mask, Kawazu Noh mask, Obeshimi

1. ENTIH Which one is which? Read the list above again and look carefully at the
four Noh masks from the NGV Collection. Identify which of the six main categories
each of them belongs to.

2. TA4RIZ17ULEL&D, Let's describe:

a. Choose a Noh mask which you find interesting.

b. Write a short description it using different adjectives.

c. Read your description aloud to a partner without telling them which
mask you chose. Can they guess which one you are describing?

EXAMPLE

Using mask 3, Kawazu, you might write:

EDATT,

BHAEUTY,

FPF (eyebrows) HEUL\TT,

T (beard; moustache) H4EULVT T,
HEBL (shocked) 7= ZDTT,
BT,
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Hisui Sugiura

The first subway in the East 1927
colour lithograph

91.0x62.0cm

National Gallery of Victoria,
Melbourne

Purchased NGV Foundation,
2018

2018.1504

© Estate of Hisui Sugiura

0. VISUAL GLOSSARY

1. Find an artwork in the NGV Asian Art Galleries on level 1 of NGV International which
matches the adjectives from the following table and write at least one sentence to
describe it.

If you can't visit the Gallery you could also search the NGV Collection Online. The Asian
Art section is a good place to start.
https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/explore/collection/curatorial/asian-art/

ADJECTIVES

o] 9 scary/frightening
FTE) bright/gaudy
<B5LY dark/gloomy
ey expensive
H37I (7R) colourful
TULWV sad/lonely
ITTE(R) lovely/fashionable
ov-18! old
HpfcsLLY new

EXAMPLE

BAlEE-T< T, (The lines are straight)
LOSKIETTETHZVILTT, (The clothing is fashionable and colourful)
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August Friedrich Albrecht
SCHENCK

Anguish (c. 1878)
(Angoisse)

oil on canvas
151.0x251.2cm

National Gallery of Victoria,
Melbourne

Purchased, 1880

p.307.6-1

10

2. Find five more interesting artworks from the NGV Collection. Write 3—4 sentences to
describe each work using a variety of adjectives.
This time you could explore a different section of the Collection such as Contemporary
art or Photography.

EXAMPLE

Bt

HZZAMTHUTT, (The crows are scary)

PEHNLATY, (The snow is white)

VDUHNETVLULTT, (The sheep is sad)
ZFEHNKBWNTIHULTT, (The sky is dark and frightening)

3. Write a brief dialogue about one of your chosen works or practise with your friend.
Give detailed answers and try to use more than one adjective in a sentence.

EXAMPLE

A CNIETIH,
What is it?

A IHRZAET D,

What can you see?

B: & & DHAET,

lcansee  and _ and

AEDBEVETH
What do you think about it?

B: EEBTVET,

[ think it's (adjectives)
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POST-VISIT PROJECT

. 6. DESCRIBE AND DRAW: CREATE
| )  YOUROWN NOH CHARACTER

1. Read the following description of a Noh character and draw the character.
IN SCHOOL

D25E B 25<E
18 @ 4 from the Noh play, T#l#k (05<%)
£ o) nH F BHA B
<t (spider) OPHEIFTY, W WLWTT, B DEEF. & <THKULTT,
#RH <E 7 EAVB BHWNB ET AL
HHR CVEDEINHVET, € & KB DRFBRR ZETVE
M CAlFA &5 VEVE VeSS <
9. ®IE AB HEVDT, AL Z BmR [CLEEY, FELERERY
L\H L3 L& #

LEI, BBEFCE., AL AR ERITFET,

2. #HEF L&D Let's draw! Create a Noh character for your own play. Draw a picture of
your character and write a detailed description:
a. F+>U%—741 > Give your character a name and a story.

. What role will they have in your play?

. What are your character’s personality traits? Use a dictionary and write
down some Japanese words which describe your character’s personality.

b. BEE (DS A) Draw a mask for your character.
. How does your character’'s mask reflect their personality and story?

. Which of the six categories does your Noh mask fit in to? Include features
which convey your choice of category.

. Write a description of the mask in Japanese.
c. Draw your character’s robe and other props they might need.
. Use symbols relevant to their story and personality traits.
. Use colour to represent their age and gender according to Japanese tradition.

. Write a description of the robe and props in Japanese.
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FURTHER RESOURCES

Wayne Crothers, Bushido: Way of the Samurai, NGV Online Essay, 2014
www.ngv.vic.gov.au/essay/bushido-way-of-the-samurai/

Wayne Crothers, Deme Hidemitsu: Noh Mask, Obeshimi, NGV Online Blog, Work of the
Week 2014
www.ngv.vic.gov.au/deme-hidemitsu-noh-mask-obeshimi/

Wayne Crothers, Japanese Noh Theatre Robe, Atsuita (NGshozoku Atsuita) late 18th — early
19th century, NGV Online Blog, Work of the Week 2015
www.ngv.vic.gov.au/japanese-noh-theatre-robe-atsuita-noshozoku-atsuita-late-18th-
early-19th-century/

Wayne Crothers, Bushido: Way of the Samurai, NGV Online Labels, 2014
www.ngv.vic.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/BUSHIDO_Wall-Texts.pdf
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The NGV warmly thanks Krystyna Campbell-Pretty AM and Family for
their support of the NGV School Support Program. The NGV gratefully CREATIVE ORIA
acknowledges the Packer Family and Crown Resorts Foundations for their
support of NGV Kids exhibitions and education programs.
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