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Chinese Portrait of Emperor Qianlong in ceremonial robe 清人画弘历朝服像轴 (detail) Qing dynasty, Qianlong period 1736–1795 / coloured ink on silk / 242.2 x 179.0 cm (image) The Palace Museum, Beijing



In Chinese art objects often have  
special symbolic meaning

The meanings are almost all auspicious.

Auspicious wishes play a very important role in the traditional Chinese way of life.  
They help ensure luck, good fortune and harmony with the environment.

Dragon 龙

Peach and Bat 
寿桃和蝙蝠

Plum blossom 梅花

Cloud 云

Peach 寿桃

Bat 蝙蝠Butterfly 蝴蝶

•	  ‘May you live long 
and be happy’

•	 Winter
•	 Perserverance
•	 Purity

•	 Peace
•	 Good fortune

•	 Long life

•	 Happiness•	 Summer 
•	 Happiness  

in marriage

•	 Symbol of the Emperor
•	 Adaptability


