
 

   

 

NGV Triennial: more than 600,000 visitors attend gallery-wide 
exhibition of contemporary art and design in first two months 
NGV International | Until 7 April 2024 | FREE  
 

 
 
10 February 2024: Today, the National Gallery of Victoria (NGV) and the Victorian Government announced 
that the third NGV Triennial has welcomed more than 600,000 visitors since it opened on 3 December 2023, 
putting it on track to become one of the institution’s most popular exhibitions.  
 
On display until 7 April 2024 exclusively in Melbourne, the free exhibition is a powerful and moving snapshot 
of the world today as captured through the work of 120 artists, designers and collectives from more than 30 
countries and regions. 
 
The attendance figure includes the nearly 40,000 visitors who attended Triennial EXTRA, the free after-hours 
festival of performance, talks, DJs and more which ran from 19 - 28 January. Across ten days, the Triennial 
EXTRA festival presented over 90 events featuring more than 160 local Victorian creatives, musicians and 
performers. 
 
A major highlight was Melbourne Tennis Ball Exchange, a participatory artwork by leading British artist David 
Shrigley where visitors could swap their own pre-loved tennis balls for one of over 8,000 new balls. Inspired 
by the work of Thomas J. Price, performer Candy Bowers curated and hosted Afrocentric, a program of nightly 
performances, dance, music and spoken word. The program included 45 singers, musicians, dancers, poets 
and choreographers and celebrated the talents of African communities living in Australia.   
 
The week-long NGV Kids Summer Festival also contributed to the success of the NGV Triennial, with over 
14,000 children participating in all-ages events, workshops and activities led by Victorian artists and creatives 
and inspired by children’s exhibition RIFIFI: Jean Jullien for Kids. On display as part of NGV Triennial, RIFIFI 
transforms NGV’s dedicated kids' gallery into a bold and graphic underwater world designed by French visual 
artist Jean Jullien. 
 
The Hon. Colin Brooks, Minister for Creative Industries, said: ‘More than half a million attendees – and 
counting! This free exhibition and its action-packed program offer something for all ages and it is wonderful to 
see local, interstate and international visitors flocking to NGV.’ 
 
‘Bold and accessible events like the Triennial are part of what makes NGV Australia’s most popular gallery 
and we’re proud to back this awe-inspiring exhibition - ensuring it’s free for every Victorian to enjoy.’ 
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Tony Ellwood AM, Director, NGV, said: ‘It is a testament to the creative vision of the Triennial artists and 
designers that so many Victorians and visitors alike have embraced this exhibition with such enthusiasm. One 
of the core roles of a public institution like the NGV is to share art and culture with as many people as 
possible. It is our privilege to have been able to share this exhibition with more than half a million visitors to 
date – and we look forward to welcoming even more over the coming months.’ 
 
The inaugural NGV Triennial in 2017 attracted more than 1.23 million visitors and remains the NGV’s highest 
attended exhibition to date. The 2020 edition drew more than 548,000 visitors, despite the challenges of the 
global pandemic. 
 
In addition to support from the Victoria Government, NGV Triennial 2023 has been generously supported by 
over 100 donor families, philanthropic foundations and corporate partners who have enabled the delivery of 
this ambitious exhibition. 
 
NGV Triennial is on display until 7 April 2024 at NGV International, St Kilda Road, Melbourne. Entry is 
FREE. Further information is available via the NGV website: NGV.MELBOURNE     
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ABOUT NGV TRIENNIAL, 3 December 2023 – 7 April 2024 
NGV Triennial 2023 is a powerful and moving snapshot of the world today as captured through the work of 
over 120 artists, designers and collectives working at the forefront of global contemporary practice including 
Yoko Ono (Japan), Tracey Emin (UK), Iris van Herpen (Netherlands), Thomas J Price (UK), Fernando 
Laposse (Mexico), Maison Schiaparelli (France), Maurizio Cattelan (Italy), and Sheila Hicks (USA). Visitors 
can encounter an array of artforms and disciplines, ranging from robotics to AI, textiles to sculpture, and 
animatronics to conceptual art. 
  
The free exhibition features nearly 100 projects and uniquely brings contemporary art, design and architecture 
into dialogue with one another, traversing all four levels of NGV International. 
 
IMAGES: https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/x9jq04o9kyqlyrqmbkfba/h?rlkey=psroiedu21wjkw6c1motfrjsm&dl=0  
   
Image credit: David Shrigley’s Really good 2016; Freda Ali, Freda Ali Wayartja, Maureen Ali, Cecille Baker, 
Michelle Baker, Bonnie Burarngarra, Gabriella Garrimara, Doreen Jinggarrabarra, Lorna Jin-gubarrangunyja, 
Indra Prudence, Jennifer Prudence, Zoe Prudence, and Anthea Stewart’s Mun-Dirra (Maningrida Fish Fence) 
2023; Franziska Furter’s Liquid skies / Gyrwynt 2023; Maurizio Cattelan’s Comedian 2019 
 
Media Contacts:  
Marion Joseph, Associate Director, Media and Public Affairs, NGV 
0427 147 999 | marion.joseph@ngv.vic.gov.au  
Penny France, Media Manager, NGV 
0439 543 833 | penny.france@ngv.vic.gov.au 
Bonnie Horne, Media and Public Affairs Officer, NGV 
0448 369 260 | bonnie.horne@ngv.vic.gov.au  
Briana Tomasino, Media and Public Affairs Officer, NGV 
0408 333 399 | briana.tomasino@ngv.vic.gov.au    
Alice Raymond, Media and Public Affairs Assistant, NGV   
0499 690 472 | alice.raymond@ngv.vic.gov.au 
Sienna Taylor-Gibson, Media and Public Affairs Assistant, NGV 
0455 579 397 | sienna.taylorgibson@ngv.vic.gov.au 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ngv.vic.gov.au/exhibition/triennial/
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